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Thai Wine Association very upbeat on 2008 harvest

Bangkok, May 2008

The 2008 crop has just been crushed and fermented and all wineries are very positive about the
latest vintage. From Chiang Rai in the north, down to Khao Yai’s central mountains and Hua Hin’s
coastal vineyards, the resonance is of another high quality harvest. While the quality of different
grape varietals ranges from very good to excellent, the wineries are in all very pleased about the
higher yields this year.

According to Peter Hoehnen, Siam Winery’s viticultural consultant who helps manage the
company’s vineyards near Khao Yai as well as Hua Hin, “the weather pattern has been ideal from
pruning in September up to the harvest in February and March. The Mediterranean-like climate
with cool nights and dew in the morning, gentle temperatures during the day had tremendous
influence on the maturity and flavor development. This combined with proper canopy
management has resulted in grapes with graceful and intensive aromas, eventually leading to
great texture and a long aftertaste in the wines.”

Visooth Lohitnavy, the Association’s president, as well as a chairman of the GranMonte winery,
has harvested various varietals starting in late January this year and ending one month later. He
explained “We are extremely satisfied with a perfect maturity across the board, and the yields are
very good, even better than our previous high in 2005”.

The total yield by the five Thai Wine Association members is 1,430 tons in 2008, which will result
in approximately 932,000 bottles for consumers to enjoy. Look out for these wines entering the
market in late 2008 and early 2009.

Photo caption: Nikki (Visootha)
Lohitnavy, oenologist daughter
of GranMonte, at work during
harvest time in February 2008.

Thai Wine Association (TWA)

The members of the TWA are
Siam Winery, PB Valley (Khao
Yai), GranMonte, Chateau de
Brumes and Mae Chan Winery.
Together they employ over
1,200 people in the wine
industry and have an annual
production of close to 1,000,000
bottles. In the international
arena, Thailand’s wines are
known as New Latitude Wines
with great potential. Thai wine
industry  elevates  Thailand’s
farming industry from primary
agricultural products to higher
added-value products, generating more income and thus supporting the Thai economy. It also
promotes agricultural tourism and attracts both local and foreign tourists.

Further information for media, please contact:
Visooth Lohitnavy

President, Thai Wine Association (TWA)
Tel: 0-2653-1522 ext. 22



